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Children’s Services Scrutiny Committee 

Item B5 – Executive Member Questions 

Report from the Executive Member, Cllr Joe Caluori 

 

 I have contacted my opposite numbers in all 32 London Boroughs asking them to co-

sign a letter to the Home Secretary demanding a meeting about the lack of a 

coordinated response to County Lines Drug Dealing. This is the model of drug 

dealing in which the older members of organised criminal gangs groom vulnerable 

young people into travelling to remote locations to deal drugs and transport money 

and sometimes weapons. At the time of writing 16 Boroughs had signed up. It's been 

a year and a half since the NCA first published their first intelligence assessment and 

the lack of progress since then at national level is shocking, and as a result 

vulnerable children are at risk. We are demanding a national strategy and action plan  

from the Home Office. 

 

 The Meller Educational Trust have lodged an application with the DfE to open a new 

11-18 Free School on the Ladbroke House site in Highbury. This site was formerly 

purchased by the DfE for £33.5M. This proposal would be hugely disruptive to the 

two local secondary schools and to the wider community, bringing over 1,000 extra 

pupils to the area from outside the Borough at the start and the end of the school 

day, in what is already a highly congested area. I’m pleased to say that the recent 

Ladbroke House community consultation meeting which I organised with a group of 

parents and the NUT at Highbury Fields School was a huge success. 115 people 

from the local community came along and voted unanimously against the proposals 

to open a new free school and in favour of key worker housing for teachers. The 

petition now has over 1000 signatories and is still growing. We will continue lobbying 

the DfE whilst working with parents, Governors and the NUT to keep the pressure up 

through a public campaign. 

 

 The proposed changes to the Early Years National Funding Formula could signal 

another hidden cut to local government, especially those such as Islington who invest 

in early years. We are lobbying the DfE directly but will also meet with other inner 

London Boroughs and National Childcare charities to co-ordinate action. I will provide 

a further update to the Committee when we know more about the full implications for 

the Borough. 
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